CHAPTER I
THE MEANING OF THEOSOPHY

THE word " Theosophy " is now on the lips of many,
and as M. Jourdain spoke prose without knowing it, so
many are Theosophists who do not realise it. For
Theosophy is Divine Wisdom, and that Wisdom is the
Light which lighteth every man who cometh into the
world. It belongs to none exclusively ; it belongs to
each inclusively; the power to receive it is the right to
possess it; the fact of possession makes the duty of
sharing. Every religion, every philosophy, every science,
every activity, draws what it has of truth and beauty
from the Divine Wisdom, but cannot claim, it as its own
against others. Theosophy does not belong to the
Theosophical Society ; the Theosophical Society belongs
to Theosophy.

What is the essence of Theosophy ? It is the fact that
man, being himself divine, can know the Divinity whose
life he shares. As an inevitable corollary to this supreme
truth comes the fact of the Brotherhood of Man. The
divine Life is the spirit in everything that exists, from
the atom to the archangel; the grain of dust could not
be were God absent from it; the loftiest seraph is but a
spark from the eternal Fire, which is God. Sharers in